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MY EXPERIENCE
INTRODUCING PHILATELY AND ITS HISTORY

On 27" March, | gave a presentation in my school on Philately. | have been pursuing this
hobby since | was 8 years old. When | heard of an opportunity to present a new skill in my class, |
thought | could introduce my classmates to the wonderful hobby of philately.

First, | familiarized them with the term, and the distinction
between 'stamp collecting' and 'philately'. The term 'philately’ refers
to the study and collection of postage stamps. The term 'stamp
collecting' refers to collecting stamps for their artistic or monetary
value without regard for their history and other such aspects.

After that, | showed them a video introducing the Penny Black:

Then, | narrated the history of the first postage stamp, the Penny
Black. It was introduced because of issues with the payment for
postage in the 19" century. Postage for letters across Britain was
very expensive and the system was such that the receiver had to
pay for the postage, so they could reject a letter that arrives to them,
leaving it undelivered and unpaid. This was a waste of the postal
service's time. Further, the letter had to be sent back to the sender
so that he could pay for it, requiring two trips for an undelivered
letter.

To fix this issue, Sir Rowland Hill came up with the idea of the first postage stamp, which could be
paid for in advance and was relatively inexpensive. This stamp had a picture of Queen
Victoria,and the words 'ONE PENNY" below it.

One classmate asked “Why is the Penny Black called so?”

While the question may seem juvenile, it was actually an interesting question, the answer to
whichis thatitis called the Penny Black as itis worth one penny and its background is black.

Bi%{ POSTAGE o This was a revolutionary idea that changed the way the postal systems
' functioned. Later, postal administrations realized that they could
commemorate events and put informative matter on stamps instead of
just pictures of monarchs or leaders. A little while after that, people
started to collect stamps. This encouraged postal administrations to
issue stamps in greater quantity with more interesting and popular
contenton them.

Bong pENNYES

Then, | showed them the different ways they could collect stamps,
which were:

Topical (based on the stamp's content), like collection of stamps of Gandhi, or nature.
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Country based, where one tries to acquire the stamps issued by a country in a specific
time period.
Another way to collect is by writing about your stamps

AUSTRIA
STAMPS  ON  ARCHITECTURE TNOTAN (ONSTITUTIONAL FIGURES
TFUL AUSTRIA SERIES
1974 : DR BRAMBEDKAR

14/04/1933
O paisa
Bhimrao Ramji AmbedKar was the fiegh law and jushce
fev of inck Tndia, ¢ of 4he dunfiing tomemilice
e $ also

Mohammad Abdallah w leckd Prime Mimskr of dhe
shoke of Jammu, ard Kashmie. He was apromineat menber of fhe
Conshbuent Assembly of Incla,

23101197 i
15065 i 3 i3 GANDHI and NEHRU
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| also introduced them to the concept of postcrossing (postcrossing.com), which is a
website where one can send postcards to strangers internationally and receive beautiful
postcards from different strangers. A teacher related the website to a system of pen pals,
but | clarified that this is not the case with postcrossing as one does not have to send
postcards to the same person, rather a different person each time. | have received each
one of the unregistered postcards sent to me, showing the reliability of India Post and all of
my postcards were received, and did not get damaged or lost even after travelling
thousands of miles through various countries.

Finally, | gave them a sheet to teach them how to write about stamps and give them an
incentive to try and pursue the hobby.

After the presentation, someone asked “How do you acquire stamps?”

| inherited a lot of my stamps, bought some, received some for free online and traded
some as well.

The presentation was attended by a group of teachers as well. It was a wonderful
experience and a great opportunity to spread the hobby and cultivate a new generation
of philatelists.

Philately is not only a therapeutic hobby, but it is also a hobby where one can gain a
large amount of knowledge of history and obtain actual historical artifacts.
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